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PROJECT  10073  RHCORD  CARD 


4,  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

D Ground'Vi  suol 
□ Air^  Vi  suol 


D CroiJricl'*Rador 
D Air^IntorcifpJ  Rodar 


5*  PHOTOS 


□ 

□ No 


7,  LENOTH  OF. OBSERVATION 


8*  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS  I 9.  COURSE 


12,  CONCLUSIONS 

D Wqs  BoDogo 
O Pfobably  DciMoQn 
D Possibly  Balloon 

D Was  Aircfoft 

□ Probofaly  Aircraft 
O Possibly  Aircfolt 

□ Wos  Aslronarnical 

□ Probably  Astro  no  mi  cal 
0 Possibly  Astronomical 

D Orb  Of 1 ill., 

O Insufficient  Data  for  Evatuofian 

D Utiknovrn 


10.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  OF  SIGHTING 


11*  COMMENTS 


Oil o o ‘j j e c t , fell 
'J v;o  1 i i n g , no  o n o 
of  hole. 


into  yard  of  private 
H u \v  o b j Qvt,  Just:  i' p t: 


This  object  was  x.’ivesti^'atGd  I 
U , 3 , a i’ iny  a ud  • >.  u 0 2 d * ■'f o o Ij J e c t 
f on  rid . 
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DIG  FOR  SOLUTION — Army  Ordnanca  expert's  dig  in  back  yard  of  Son  Gabriel 
home  in  search  of  mystarious  obfecf  that  may  have  rocketed  out  of  sky  end  plum- 
meted into  earth  there.  They  planned  to  dig  to  depth  of  20  feet  if  it  is  necessary. 

tvPj  photQ 


Army  Specialists  Excavate  in  Back  Yard  of 
jdft  Gabriel  Home  for  Possible  Missile 


vrmy  e.xplosives  speclaliats  dug  down  into  the  back' 
d of  a San  Gabriel  home  yesterday  in  search  of  a. 
srerious  object  they  believe  mav  have  bulleted  nut 

V 

(he  sky*par!y'Tuesday. 

'■iti'ifk  i'.i'imhy,  lO-vp'ir- 
>-on  of  O^rrir  and  ^urginia 
’■p:!'.*.  found  a dO-inoh-widei 
rur  in  ihetr  yard  nt  .SH:!1! 

■'•iV.vi.iniL  2vve.  snnnlv  a tear 

■-  I 

H;ui  G.uiriel  Tailey  rockedi 
’^.T  •.••pat  iV*.^!der.t?  took  toi 


i-K.-nn.  cntTj 


U'  I meet 


C<mtinued  from  First  Paije  j 

fronrr'the  'air  entered  th?} 
ground."  * 

ITe  ami  his  men  dug  cau- 
tiously for  three  hours,  then 
iTUirned  at  10  a. m.  with  more 
pxnlosive  ordnance  dispo.salj 
unit  <!periali3ts  and  a truck-ji 
io^d  of  shoring  equipment,  j 
fly  midafternoott.  they  hadi 
fUtj-10  feet- down  in  the  rocky 
soil  without  lintting  any  ob-i 

jeiT.  " I 

Digging  operations  Avere 
stopped  at  5 p m.,  with  plans;; 
to  re.sume  the  job  rodav.j 
Moenwhile,  two  .Sheriff's  dep- 
uMo^  were  a.s.aigned  to  stand? 
guard  during  the  night, 

Capt.  Jackson  .said  they  in-! 
tend  to  dig  fo  a depth  of  20 
ieet  and  . . if  we  find  noth- 
ing. there  will  be  a hole  avail-i 

..  ..-.^! 

Oscar  'M.  Murphy,  a vene-} 

tiap-hiind  salesman,  recalled | 

Ih.d  the  blast  about  4:43  a.m.j 

(the  same  hour  other  San! 

Gabriel  area-  residents  were 

awakened  by  the  so-called 

Fonic  boom)  rattled' windows 

and  knocked  toys  o£E  shelves,! 

But  .Tackson  said;  i 

"Tiixres  -nothing  to  indi-1 

rate  'h^t  .anything  exploded 

when  it.  hit  the- ground.’* 

■■ 

' Nothing  Missing 

Hg.  iaid  the  hole  could  have 
been  madetby  anything  up  to 
a I QtJ- pound.  Bomb  but  added 
that  if  the  object  had  ex<- 
ptnded,  his' men  would  have 
f'iSTovered:  blackened  rock 
and  lirt. 


•'  .kickson- said  Be  under-] 
1 sfood  there  was  an  Air  Force 
Ijractice  operation  going  on 
anout:  the  time-  of  the  shock, 
b'lt  Air  Force  information  of- 
flreriv  announced  a check 
u*  i L h Southern.  California 
hoses  failed  to  turn,  up  a re- 
port of  any  lost  missile,  bomb 
or  equipment. 

‘ To  neighborhood  conjec- 
ture that  some  .youngster 
rughr  have  dug  the  hole, 
.I'icksnn  ve.sponried.  ‘Tf  a 
t ! ikl  had  dug  it.  we'd  know 
ti  liv  now.  Tliere  would  hpve 
b*’n  knee  marks  around  the 

lll<  Caiimai?  u'as  that 
whatev^*r  .^trenked  into  the: 
I’iuth  back  of  the  Murphy* 
borne  h,+il  a fi  or  k-inch‘dl-i 
,Tiv!«ter  and  “coulfl  be  anyj 
l.'n.gth.” 

* With  Care 

I Ip- admit,:‘.*d  the  possibility 
tiint — if  iin  une.xplorted  bomb 
o.'  missile  lay  tleep  in  t’ae 
gi'ound — a probing-  .s  h o v e b 
ought  .«pt  h off.  For  this  rea-; 
.-.  Afi.  lie  and  I’.is  num  -.vere  dig-' 
jiiing  with  extreme  rare. 

One  thing  u-a? 

W'vu  ever  .-'nirk 
fil-  'd  in  OM  n I. 
flat  ;b,iT  t!to  \rm.v  m-^n 
were  unabl-i  to  trace  the  tm-> 
f 1 *'■* . If  s ■ound  t ra jecro'-y. 

At  onr-  point  they  uncov- 
ri'ed  a (hunk  of  concrete 
boa  ring  yellow  paint  murks, 
but  (his  was  examined  at  Ft.i 
MacArthur  and  experts  de-, 


certain: 
Jiie  oart’n 
rrnn-  wi  h 


4 


nTiirr,  ' 

Hi'  ‘.vaj;  ■ h a i: 

v.lvitqv’pr  .'tri'.'iked  inln  Ihet 
h<((’k  of  the  MLM'phy 
I'oine  Ivtrl  a n or  S-ineh  rU-i 
.'•iiietsT  niui  “could  be  aay' 

' * »■  I- 

With  Cure  j 

Hc  arlmiued  the  possibUity| 
H a* — if  an  unexplofied  hombj 
' !•  missile  lay  (leep  in  ihe- 
^••ounrl — a prnbinj*  shovel 
i-’iehi  set  it  off.  For  this  rca- 
.'«on.  he  and  his  men  were  dig*, 
ping  with  extreme  care. 

One  thing  was  certain*. 
Whatever  struck  the  earth. 
fiLled  in  its  own  burrow  with 
dirt  30  that  the  Army  men^ 
unable  to  trace  the  un- 
derground trajectory. 

At  one  point  they  imcov-; 
o>'ed  h chunk  of  concrete. 
hoHi'in.g  yellow  paint  marks, 
Vtut  this  was  examined  at  Ft.i 
^^.ac.^,rthur  and  experts  de-i 
<-ifled  it  was  unrelated.  : 
rusted  portion  of  an  ancienti 
l/.iby  carriage,  a tin  can  and  ai 
piece  of  garden  hose  long 
buried. 

On  the  digging  operation 
vith  .lack son’s  men  were 
rnembers  of  the  .j8th  Ord-; 
nance  Detachment  under  Lt. 
T.  D.  Smith,  ,\ir  Force  men 
and  t’.vo  .Mr  Force  intelU-- 
P'^nce  ndi^rs  who  were  clo.se- 
mhTtfHe'd.  Ohe  of  the  latter? 
T.t.  Cliarles  R..  Hoskins, 
con c^e7  however;  '• 

‘ Tfiere  s^reShTtelv-a  hole  in 


the  prou n 

('•roundii* Roped  Off 

Little  Patrick  Murphy  saw! 
the  small  crater  Tuesdayl 
morning  as-  he  was  leaving- 
for  school,  but  he  didn't  shovvi ; 
it  to  his  father  until  that^; 
evenin.g.  Hi?  flad  called  Tem-i 
pie  City  Sheriff's  deputies.'. 
Thev  contacted  Norton  Air 

m/f 

Force  Base  and  Ft.  Mac.\.r-(; 
ihur  ordnance  men  were"' 
•vummonerl.  I 

By  iionn  yRSlerday.  the  dig-  j 
ing  operation  w a ,s  in  full  ■ 
i-'vin.g  r.nd  deputies  were  - 
(nreed  to  rope  off  the  house i 
lo  keep  the  curinus  at  a dis- 
lanre.  i 

si.-ster  Diane,  12,  took 
the  film  vievv  nf  the  ry nic: 
‘Tliere'.s  not.hm.g  in  the* 
ground,  I think  >;nme  kiil  tiu.g 
the  hole.  Kit  her  th.u,  or  it*.s 
■ ’cX'**-'  gopher.” 

^^™t.  .lack.son  dul  not  .-ihare' 

His  men  '’ontinued 


u 

11 

0 


t ■ 

«-«  fei  I 

L 


U 


Oil 

nj 


vv;U9\\  ^ 

1 1 15  r'>timHip  was  *hat 
.'tr^aked.  into  (.her 
r:tfii  lidr’cc  nf  thf;  Murphy 
I 'ihie  hafi  a <1  nr  ?-iai*h  hi- 
:'!r>p'ei‘  niiii  ‘'could  brf  iioy* 
b-ncith." 

Di^is'inx  With  Care 
llcadmiued  the  uossilniiLv 
ti'.al — if  an  unexploded  hombil 
nr  mijstle  lay  deep  in  they 
^foiinrl — a pmbiiijf  shovel 
f ’i^ht  set  it  off.  For  this  rea> 
.'•nn.  he  and  liis  men  were  dig- 
pin  ^ with  extreme  care. 

One  thing  was  certain:. 
Whatever  *^truck  the  earth, 
filled  in  it.s  own  burrow  with' 
dirt  so  That  the  Army  men- 
\vcre  unable  to  trace  the  un-‘  :]| 


d erg  round  trajectory. 


a 


At  one  point  they  uncov-' ' 
ced  H chunk  of  concrete,^ 
tearing  yellow  paint  marks,  ] 
hut  this  was  examined  at  Ft.' 
MacArthur  and  experts  de-, 
ruled  it  was  unrelated.  [ 
ru-red  portion  of  an  ancienti 
1/joy  carriage,  a tin  can  and  a i 
piece  of  garden  hose  long, 
buried. 

On  the  digging  operation 
with  Jackson’s  men  were' 
711  embers  of  the  08 th  Ord-; 
nance  Detachment,  under  Lt. 
T.  D.  Smith,  Air  F’orce  men 
end  two  Air  Force  infeMi- 
pence  officers  n hn  were  ciose- 
iiihTifTTed.  tThe  of  the  Tatter. 
J.t.  Clwles*lt..  Hoskins,  tluT 
fonc^e.  However  ; 

■ Th'ere  .TTfefuiTtelva  hole  in 


i 


the  ground.'^ 

('•rounds' Roped  Otl 

Little  Patrick  Murphy  saw 
the  small  crater  Tuesday] 
morning  as‘  he  was  leaving 
for  school,  but  he  didn’t  showi 
it  to  his  father  until  that* 
evening.  His  dad  called  Tem-j| 
pie  City  Sheriffs  deputies.' 
n'liey  contacted  N’orton  Air' 

m 

lAirce  Ba.se  and  Ft.  ^T.^cA^- 
ihur  ordnance  men  were 
summoned. 

Bv  noon  vesierdav,  the  dig-: ! 
itig  operation  wa.s  in  full 
s’.vir.g  and  deputies  were 
for  red  to  rope  ntf  :he  house 
to  keep  the  ciiriou.s  at  a dis- 
tance. 

Bat's  si.-ier  Diane,  I’i,  took 
the  dim  view  of  ilip  rvnic: 

' Tiiere's  nothing  in  the 
croiind.  1 think  ■^nmp  kid  (lug 
the  hole.  Hither  that  *ir  it'.s 
'v.xas  gopher." 

Lt.  .iackson  dul  not  •share 
•vv.  His  men  ' ontimted 
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I UNCLA?/AnOC  313*  PD  REFERENCE  MY  MESSAGES  AISOC  2S5 
I't.’D  AISQC  304  PD  FINAL  REf^T  TEMPLE  CALIF  INCIDENT  PD  ARMY 
iSRDINACNE  CEASED  OPERATION  S AFTER  DIGGING  SIXTEEN  FEET  PD 
TEAM  COMMANDER  STATED  THAT  IF  ANY  OBJECT  WAS/N  GROUND 
-MM  ITii&JLD  NOT  BE  DAGEROUS  PD  APPAP.ENLV  ^THERE  WAS  NO 
OBJECT  PD  FURTHER  OPE  AT  IONS  SINCE  AI'^OC  334  LEND  CREDENCE 
10  RUMOR  REPORTED  PD  NElv'SPATPER  CLEPPINGS  OF  IMCKIDENT  WILL 
FOLLOW  BY  MAIL  PD  NOT  FURTHER  ACTION  CONTEMPLATED  PD  END 


12/21012  APR  RJEDEN 


1957(yAp: 


ajn  Gabriel  jCal-Early-Unident  if  led  Object  plunges  in  oacKyard 
here,  digging  a crater  I Sonic-boom  rocked  tovm!  Amy  Ordnance 
digging-up  entire  yard 'to  find  it!  Believed  to  be 'an  Object 
about  Sin,  in  diameter, a missile, rocket, meteorite, ice  or  UFO! 
There  vrere  AF  planes  in  the  SIcy  at  the  time  of ''Boom’' ! 


j 


Another  dati:jii  that  is  perhaps  relevant  is  found  in  the  Los  '.ni^eles  Exar.inc r 
and  Los  Aiif;;cles  TimcSj  ipril  11.  Another  skyquake  “rocked"  the  San  Gabriel  Val- 
ley at  a.m.  tv;o  days  earlier.  Ucsidents  rfere  a’.vaJcencd  by  the  "so-called 

sonic-boom,"  the  force  of  vdiich  "rattled  rrindov/s  and  Imockcd  toys  off  the  shelves," 
But  the  novelty  of  the  "slc^^’-quake"  '.varj  eclipsed  by  an  additional  feature:  a thirty- 

inch  ’.vide,  tvro-foot  deep  conical  hole  v;'as  found  in  the  bacl:yard  of  the  home  of 

, a venetian-blind  snlesnan.  His  10-ycar-old  son  ■’.•ho  said 

that  he  heard  somethiing  land  vdth  a "thujnp"  about  5 a.n.,  found  the  hole  on  his 
v;ay  to  school,  and  told  his  father  about  it  tliat  evening,  'iurray  informed  the 
Temple  City  sheriff's  station  of  t)\e  hole,  deputies  investigation,  and  the  matter 
vras  turned  over  to  the  Explosive  Ordnn.nce  Disposal  squad  at  Fort  '-ac Arthur.  Cap- 
tain said  tJrut  "sor.iOthing  from  tl:e  air  had  entered  th.e  ground — 

something  about  six  or  eight  Incises  Isi  dianoter  t)-at  could  be  any  length."  He 
added  that  the  hole  Tas  similar  to  one  made  by  a small  dud  bomb;  speculation  also 
included  the  possibility  of  a meteorite  or  "one  of  thoso  confounded  flying  sfiucers." 
IftMHBl  and  his  men  dug  cautiously  and  by  5 p.m.  (April  lO)  they  had  reached  a 
depth  of  ten  feet  v.'ithout  uncovering  any  dud  bombs,  meteorites  or  flying  saucers, 

said  that  tJicy  UTould  continue  to  dig  to  a depth  of  20  feet,  and  should 
notliing  be  found,  "tJ'.ere  vri.ll  be  a hole  available."  Apparently  there  is  nov/  a 
20-foot  hole  available:  Urs.  (to  whom  v/e  arc  indebted  for  all 

of  the  California  nov/s  clippings)  wltcs  us  that  subsequent  news  a.ccounts  reported 
the  search  for  the  "unidentified  objc-ct"  was  fruitless. 

Of  course,  the  possibility  that  the  "object"  responsible  for  the  hole  was  a 
meteorite  is  strong,  although  none  v/as  found.  But  the  connection  botv/ecn  the 
hole  aud  the  "skj'quako"  remains  unknov.ii.  y\pparcntly,  there  v/as  "nothing  to  in- 
dicate that  anything  exploded  vdion  it  the  ground,"  according  to  Capt.  Jack.son, 


X XX 


XX  X 


1 


-SV 


I p-  3 « « i 

» A p*  « 


■f  ' ■ ’ • I 
H H ' . *■'£ 


-fe-  '-y  * ^ • 


J ' I ^ I V 


f ^ 

* u 

I r- 


ji^  j J 


► \ 


^j 


. ’ r',  ‘ :'  \ 

V-r  V’  . ^ 


^ -«■ 
« = 

■ 4- 


J ^#  ■>,.  ^ 


' -'\  n * /■*  ' 

*-•*•  .*i*^*-f  ^*i  i + * 


f ^i 


^ » f-  ^ 

* ■*!  «-L  ^ViV 


■ ’ T 


f • r*  f 

^rr  • I * .£•  I t 


* ■ ' z * 

« 1 *V  ' ^ ^ 


^ ,J 


I ^ * ¥ f 

I 

* » i k i * 


^ ■■*  '5'  '"  ' ' 

f ^ ( i -J  ^ -C 


O'' 


■1 


^ .-* 

/ o 

-f  J- ' 


I > 


: ' t '■  * . j % ' ' : J 

^ ^ ^ / J \i  A V J—  ■ '■*' 


n • » --H  »-••■*  -^ 

I.  ’ ■ ■ b 

A w'  - '^  4 4 * ^ ^ 


ir^  ip  # ^ * 

JU  » * I 


T*  * f #■  -^  *'■ 

. <.  A J » 4 I ■< 


'i  " V " 

4 -I-  I r^« 


L-'  • fc.' 


J \J  l^i 


■ ' ^ ' t ■■“  " 

i i A p *.  1 V w*  4 

^ f 'l  r P.  T •'!  ■’■ 

m'.  m i i = ^ + 1 J*  * * W / 

•T  T 7 "h 

^ V ' 

«|*  V * I-  s _ 

T '^  ■ * 
■•J  * * 

1 

^1 

<■-  V' 

IrP  * *V  ■*■ 

f,  r 1 

4 V X 

I.::  Ac;:;; 

.^*1  ’•  T 
\.4  L 

-N 

+ 

« ii  y 

p-'-' 

1 

' ' r 

i«  fl-  <fe  4 X 

^ * 4-  n#f 

p r m 

> 1 1 j ’ 

tl»  t *■  J 1 » * '—  4 ► 1 » ‘ ■ 

i 4 4 ■ - 

^ ^ * ■ 1 “ 
L " - 

M m f >*  » 

' ■*,  4 I ^ I 

h ■!  ^' 

t'b  T 

1 Vp*'  . ■•  ,*  ^ir  ' 

1 7 

4 ■ r-  - • J • " “'•■ 

' . * U'  4 - 

r '■' 

\j  ^ A 

/b  X 

» ' ii 

*-»  ■'  ■ ' -^  ^ *"' 

“V  * r 

r * 

i 0 r-y  * 

4 - * •■  ' z * 

7 ’ ‘ 

■4-k  ~4,  if  z*  ■»  -ii  r.' 

■ ' ■ i ‘ - i 

* K^  4 « pV  * ^ m-r*  A 

- f * 

=D 

i.’ 

— 1.  A - 

“1 

4 -r  4 < X 

VJ  • 4-  iri^ 

1.  k 4*7*4  'v*  ^ -m  t L t * = - 

w' 

4 1 ^ 

* , 7^' 

* 4 4 4 ■ 4 ■ ' 

A ^ * riP 

* ■»  -t' 

■ ^ \ 

f»  « » 

♦ n « r ^ 

. . I I 


. i 


* ""  ''  ' t ’ 

t ^ * f 


H -.z  -■  Z -Z  J-, 

I t > J ,4.  • > ^ 


*"*  i-' 


A V^  A * * 4 


X .J  \. 


■fc  ^ r 

i ^ 


^ 7 


p t 

■ L ^\m  ^ 


- ' . '-  *r  ■ T 

* "*  ^ ■•  1 i Jip 


4.  z,  , ; t ^ ^ , f - — - J -s 


„,*p 
4^  ^ t * 


^ ^ m^m  i^^Hi,^  --1 


4 4 » -4  . — ««|i  ^ 


f*l  * z * .=  ^ z z 

^ 7 / ^ i 


; J-  i.  4.  L/  * » 


V i * *1.  W.' 


J «“  J 


t - 1 . i ,z  ' J r 

J.  - **  'b  n 


i- 

* t ^ 


r^  » T 

4 V f J*  - 


i|^  - . .^  V lEiA  •«  •* 

fe  * » ■ 


^ t T * ' - 

t,  *-■«  *•  ■ t * 


t 

I A. 


r-*  * 

i . i 


' *.*.  1 ♦ » ' ' ‘^1  T’ 

I t I ’ ' 

. — J»,|  4 4 


■■»  - 1 

- 1 * 


^ i.  , 4 V.# 


- T-  - “ V 1 

: £1  i|  I 

^ ■ •'i 


1 , J J » z . m 


^ .*  f ' 

^ -b  » ^» 


E£y  f > .,  - 


r-  * 


t 


* I 


iWirr.y  ‘!3 


J 7 

I i-  t 


* 


> > 


■ /.  r 


T .''  ' ' ‘ ■■  *7  .'i 

J 4 ^ i w 7 J * jL  f “V 


V n > — -.f  -7ji  r)  n m:;  yr 


* *■  “1  - ^ •-■*  V. 

^ J #W<  ^ 


» ^ 


J>  "V 


^ - t , -• 


" i O . - * 


i 1 j>  : 


. ■'»  t 

^ sjT  .^_p  ^ 


f j i ^ 

w ;**  w 


* *j 


i'  ">  /r  •;',“) 


* ^ •»  1^ 


r.iic  ;.t;ic::t  fattz::::"'  ’ "• 


* ‘ 1 1 i j. 


;^..iu 


-V  .--p  , 

^ ^ CJ  . p X l_ip 


/OJ 


JL 


C 


o 


) T> 


i-' 


* ' ^ ^ **  A ' t 

• * ^ 1 # i 


f*  M ' r ■■^  ■ T ' 


i iC  L AF  / .A  I S OC  2 5;;  Pi)  P OIJ  C* ' I ' 'C  T ' 't  r « - -/-,  „ 

^ 1 ,.  i . ,Li  i...  Li.).i  , , i 1 J.  o.  .•  J.'  it; 


* •** 


un  cr/ic;::  tc  c cc;:::;  ?o".:ir;L:;  ;u;:.;ir:-  :; 


f * m w -T.  — -^  ^ , 

. ■ • f ■•  ' " n ] 

■ -■  4 ^ M t h U - _^ « 4 


T ^ T I**  - • wr  I * 

J.-'wi  j.,Ll  I.; 


Ti  V ' O r»  '“i  V r*  r» ! ' 

■J  i ; *v  -v-  r .?.  U L-  /.'si :_ 


'?f  C A]  T T'-w-t  a 

1+  * i f.^  w i * ^ V/  * t * • jL  J'* 


( * - * J* 


I m*  *-m 

J.^':;/  PD 


^ ■■'  ''N  t T 

jf  * * * ■■  J I 


' ' ■ p-t  1^  !•* 


^ ^ 2’  ” * * * T ► t 


/ii  i iu  it*'*v/*  CriLi.SjID  Pr?!T*C  O ' 


ill  TO  ,T?r’PX;/,c:-i  t;; 


T r i»^  I T-- 


1 « J 

* 


4 ^ 


T . f ^ 
* ■ A * • i ^ ^ 


i y ‘ ’'i'  T ^ 


.,..^^1  ..w.Ai..'.  iKl"  pat;*: 


Iw,.  II...,;  :iO..  lii,U  Iv 


: iICATZ  Pj  A'Cl’P.  OrPICA  IJILL  DA  lAAPT  lAPGPAin  - 


f I 


/ ; A'  T I r A 7 7 

..•r  ._  w 4 t i - - ,L  ij  ^ ,-  . V O 


t ; .'• 


I 


'r' 


mW  . %-«-*,. 


— Lu<  An^tJefl  txamfit^r  p^lor^1^, 

IihIm  In  liiit'kyart]  iit  iiJI.'^  I Grci'tiwfmil 
a%t*nnt*  Sun  (Fuliri**!,  \vh»*rH  P:il  ,\]|ir|th_v. 
10.  -hEiI  lie  hearil  iilijeH  lantl. 


H.E  MYSTERY 


\rfnv  honih 

r 

Sf  on  pr#*mUe  tl 
i!»*  lMirit*fl  tli**rt** 


er*^ 


i 


I 


Friday,  April  12.  1957 


Gr©ai  Unidentified  Fallen 


Object'  Hunt  in  Yard  Fails 


(Continued  From  Pa;»e  One) 


I 


I 


would  be  too  far  down  to  cause 
any  damage.” 

Capt.  Jackson,  a Korean  war 
{veteran  from  West  Frankfort,  III., 
said  that  there  was  a possibility 
.ice  from  a diving  jet  plane  may 
have  plunged  into  the  earth,  melt- 

ing  after  forming  the  impact 
water. 

Tile  hole  was  noticed  Tuesday 
morning,  shortly  after  neighbors 
heard  what  they  thought  was  a 
sonic  boom. 


nearby  Arcadia,  theoiized  that  a 
meteorite  could  have  streaked, 
Icam  the, sky,  smashed  into  the- 
esuth  and  then  been  overlooked  ' 
by  the  .soldiers  in  their  search  lorj 
high  e.\pIosives. 


”I  wouldn't  know  a meteorite'' 


from  a hole  in  the  gi'ound,”  an 


Army  spokesman  admitted. 

flarlier  the  Air  Force  sent  a del- 
egation  of  tight-lipped  inteiligence 
experts  to  the  scene.  A first 
lieutenant  from  Norton  Air  Force 


A meteorite  enthusiast,  rocket 
engineer  Roiiin  W,  Gillespie,  of 


Base  near  San  Bernardino,  grilled  if 
by  jiewamen,  finally  admitted:  f[ 

^ i 


“Tliere  definitely  is  a iiole  in’) 
the  ground.”  t 
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SAN  GA3RIEL,  April  10.— 
ijArmy  bomb  experts  today  are 
. di'rgm?  a deep,  'wide  hole  in 
f;  tile  backyard  o(  a San  Gabriel 
tlrocstdence  searching  for  what  p, 

I they  believe  may  be  a danger*)^ 
“lou.s  explosive  missile. 

I r 

! But  they’re  not  really  sure  j 

ilt*s  a missile  they're  after,  U 

could  be  anything.  All  they 

know  is: 

It  landed  with  a thud  at  a|l 
ia.  m.  Tuesday  momlng.  ift 
It  made  a crater-shaped  hole  I ^ 
in  the  around.  ( 

It's  about  six  inches  In 
diameter. 

it  did  not  explode.  But  it 
might. 

The  hole  was  found  by  Oscar 
Murphy,  3831  Greenwood  ave- 
nue. His  ten-year-old  son,  Pat, 
says  he  heard  the  thump 
[when  it  landed.  But  no  one 
••lelse  heard  it,  and  his  father 
<is  rather  skeptical. 

Murphy-  called  the  Temple 


City  sheriff's  station  to  report 
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frhe  hole.  Sheriff's  deputies  In- 
rivestigated,  decided  it  was  out 
tjside  their  jurisdiction,  and 
I called  the  Explosive  Ordnance 
! Disposal  squad  at  Fort  Mac- 
j.\rthur. 

j Captain-  R.  3.  Jackson  said 
(the  hole  made  by  the  object! m( 
I’.vas  .-iimiiar  to  those  made  byjoi 
smaii  Uud  bombs  when  they!  let 
land.  He  said  it  is  also  pos-lde 
.sihie  the  mysterious  object' 
could  be  a meteor,  .something 
dropped  from  a civil  aircraft, 
rtr  “one  of  thn-se  confounded 


{ ly  iinruiaucars. 
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.Meanwhile,  Air  Force  ■lource.sh  ti 
eninhntically  dented  any  mis-li  t 
sues  are  missing  irom  any  of'/p 
their  aircraft.  Fi've  unofficial 
AicJ£gxge-obse^^ra  carne  ironru  t 

N.-.rtnn  BascT  to  riTej  j 

MuTph»2Jaacky|r^buc  nacTnoj  f 
rommept.  " f c 


alien  Object' 


fails 


f?AiV  GABRIEL  (*— A small  hole 
(liscovereti  by  a small  boy — and 
tli-Hi  enlarged  by  Army  crews  into 
a junior  grade  rnineshaft— kept 
its  subterranean  secret  last  night. 

At  a depth  of  13  feet  Army 
>d*^moIition  experts  stopped  dig* 


Ten*year-old  Pat  Murphy  start 
ed  everything  Tuesday  when  hej 
discovered  a strange  hole  in  th 
backyard  of  his  suburban  Sa 
Gabriel  home. 

His  father,  Oscar  Murphy,  called 
sheriff's  deputies.  They  called  the 


ping,  probed  the  earth,  listened  ’ .Army,  and  ordnance  specialists 
to  the  noncommittal  hum  of  a ; i>ron minced  the  hole  an  "impact 
'll  mine  detector,  and  then  an*'  crater." 

I nDuneed; 


I*' 


if  th»re  is  anything  down  here 
it  uon  i hurt  anything  if  it  does 
explode." 


"We  could  tell  by  examining  the 
hole  that  it  was  caused  by  an  ob- 
ject falling  from  the  sky,”  said 
Army  Capt.  Robert  Jackson,  com* 
m.anding  officer  of  an  ordnance 
unit  at  nearby  Fort  MacArthur. 
"P.(>nnu»e  it  could  have  been 
tviiispd  by  something  dangerous, 
wif  .lecided  to  dig  down  to  find  it." 

Dig  the  Army  did— until  the 
Murphy  yard  was  heaped  with 
tons  of  sandy  soil  and  crrf^dedj 
jwith  soldiers,  sheriff ’.s  officers  and 
r.uAvstnen.  The  driveway  was 
'j^.mmed  with  hulking  iVrmy| 
trucks.  Earth-moving  machinery 
ripped  up  the  flagstone  patio  and 
clothesline  poles, 
i'ct  in  two  days  of  digging  noth- 
i in;.;  more  interesting  than  a 
wrecked  baby,  carriage  was  found. 
Th.-Te  an*  conflicting  e.xplenations 
cii;  v/hy  the  Army  has  a job  otH 
, covering  a 7-by-8-by-15-foot  hole 
today. 

Said  Lt.  T.  D.  Smith,  of  Salem. 
Ai'k.,  who  directed  the  digging; 

"It  there  Is,  say,  a rocket  down 
Ihcre— and  I’m  not  saying  there 
its  i rocket — if  it  exploded  now  it 
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(Continued  on  I-*age  3,  Column  6} 
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